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Assignment #9:  Trends in Hominin Evolution (Instructions are online)
	AUSTRALOPITHECINES
4 – 1 mya
	EARLY GENUS HOMO
2.4 mya – 300,000 ya
	ARCHAIC HOMO SAPIENS
350,000 – 30,000 ya
	MODERN HOMO SAPIENS
300,000 ya - Present

	Cranial Characteristics
· 345-500 cc brain size
· Facial angle of 65 degrees 
· 
	Cranial Characteristics
· Between 450-800 cc brain size 
· Facial angle of 67 degrees 




	Cranial Characteristics
· Between 800- 1004 cc brain size 
· Facial angle of 70 degrees
· 
	Cranial Characteristics
· About 1485 cc brain size 
· Facial angle of 78 degrees 
· 

	Post-Cranial Characteristics
· Curved phalanges
· Large eyebrow ridges 
· Small Cranium 
· Absence of forehead 
	Post-Cranial Characteristics
• Small cranium 
· Absence of forehead
· Large sagittal crest in male 
· Prognathic jaw 
· Large alveoli or tooth sockets
· Large teeth 
· Fully opposable thumbs
	Post-Cranial Characteristics
•	Large cranium compared to the early genus homo sapiens
· Large cranium 
· Slightly reduced eyebrow ridges 
· Reduced jaw 
	Post-Cranial Characteristics
•	Very large cranium compared to the predecessors
· No sagittal crest 
· Presence of forehead 
· Reduced jaw
· Reduced eyebrow ridges compared to the predecessors

	Behavioral/Cultural Innovations
· Modified stone tool production
· Adaptation to climbing 
· Least sophisticated tools 
· Used tools such as stick 
	Behavioral/Cultural Innovations
•	Ability to make standardized precision tools 
· Used one tool to make another 
· Created and constructed sophisticated tools 
· Discovered primitive tools 
· Domestication of fire 
	Behavioral/Cultural Innovations
•	Used sophisticated tools made of stone 
· Lacked developed language skills 
· Involved in hunting 
· Domestication of fire 
· Construction of artificial shelters 
	Behavioral/Cultural Innovations
·  Created engraved snail shells pierced for stringing and bodily adornment 
· Mining and artifact production 
· Made delicate and sophisticated tools like eyed needles made from bone as well as garment making
· Advanced geometry associated with the engraved design of Ostrich egg shell
· Development of language and figurative art



